DMI 63

Examples of Ethical and Legal Dilemmas and Scenarios

Instructions: Review and discuss the following dilemmas and scenarios. Decide whether it is legal, ethical, both, or neither. What do you feel your duties are if you were to witness these cases? 

1.
You discover that a fellow technologist with whom you are friendly has allowed his license to lapse. 

2.
You notice one of the Radiology Department’s nurses stealing medication.

3.
While reporting to work one day, you notice a patient outside smoking a joint.

4.
An abdomen x-ray is ordered on a patient for possible post-surgical foreign body. You complete the study, and notice a surgical sponge in the right lower quadrant of the abdomen. The surgeon that ordered the study views it, then, leaves the department. Two days later, the patient is in the department for another KUB. The patient is very distressed due to her continued abdominal pain. 

5.
While performing a study on a pediatric patient, you notice bruising and strange marks on the patient’s abdomen, chest and neck. 

6.
Upon completing a CT study, during which you infused 150cc Omnipaque 350 (a relatively high concentrate contrast agent) you discover that 150cc Vispaque 320 (a lower concentrated contrast agent, usually given as an alternative to patient’s with renal impairment) was ordered. 

7.
One of your computer-savvy fellow technologists has found a way to hack into the PACS and wipe out repeat examinations. 

8.
A patient offers you money after you complete an examination.

9.
You witness one of your fellow technologists viewing images with a patient, and explaining some of the details of the examination. There are other patients’ images on the viewing console. 

10.
A fellow technologist is selling patient information on the internet. 

